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EMERGENCE OF THE AFRICAN AMERICAN
DOCTOR:
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF BLACKS IN
MEDICINE



l. ANCIENT HISTORY
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Il. INTERMEDIATE PERIOD



THE EARLIEST BLACK DOCTORS AND SLAVE
DOCTORS IN AMERICA

DR
DR
DR
DR
DR
DR
DR
DR
DR

. LUCAS SANTOME

. JAMES McCUNE SMITH
. JOHN V. DEGRASSE
.A.R.ABBOTT

. MARTIN R. DELANEY

. CHARLES B. PURVIS
.A.T. AUGUSTA

. PETER W. RAY

. EDWIN C. HOWARD

ONISIMUS
PAPAN

PRIMUS
CAESAR

JAMES DERHAM
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Ill. EVOLUTIONARY PERIOD
(POST-SLAVERY)
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CARDIOLOGY

Richard Allen Willlams







Meharry Medical College,
Drew University,
Morehouse Medical
School, and Howard
University train most of
the nation’s black dentists
and doctors.

W. Montague Cobb has
been cited for his studies
in anatomy and physical
anthropology. He was the
major historian of blacks
in medicine.



V. THE CIVIL RIGHTS PERIOD
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A black surgical ward im Charleston's segregated “Old Roper” Hospital|, ¢. 1950.
Although patients were all black, the profiessionall stiaff here were alll white..
Courtesy of the Waring Historical Library. Medical University of South Carolina..
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Montague Cobb (left) and Hubert Eaton at the 1964 meeting of the National
Medicall Association. Cobb is recogiizing Eaton for his role im the 1956
desegregation suit agaiinst a Wilmingtom, North Carolina hospital, the nation's first
such action and one which Eaton and two colleagues finally won in 1964.
Courtesy of Dr. Hubert A. Eaton



Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
On Health Care Disparities

Or all the rorrns or
Ineguzlicy,
injustice in

nealtn i1s the
most Snociking and

innurnzane,”

Dr. Martin Luther King,, Jr:




A grioup of black men receiving intravenous treatment in a Georgia disease dinic,
¢. 1937. Individual chemotierapy sessions lasted about four hours, amnd the:
whole course off treatment could stretch to eighteen montins.,

Courtesy of the Library of Congress..
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A black surgical ward im Charleston's segregated “Old Roper” Hospital|, ¢. 1950.
Although patients were all black, the profiessionall stiaff here were alll white..
Courtesy of the Waring Historical Library. Medical University of South Carolina..



V. EMERGENCE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN
DOCTORS:
(1950 TO THE PRESENT)




JOHN BEAUREGARD JOHNSON, M.D.
(1908-1972)

THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN
CARDIOLOGIST



VI. THE CURRENT PERIOD:
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF BLACK CARDIOLOGISTS (ABC) IN
1974



Percent of All Deaths Due to the 5
Leading Causes of Death for
Blacks

Diseases of the Heart J28.9%

Malignant Neopiasms. (RN 20-8%
Cerebrovascular
e (-

mmzjm

Source: Natiomal Center forr Healt Statistics,, Divisiom of Vital| Statistics,, Monthiy Vita/ Stalistics Repert



Estimated Life Expectancy:
2001

82 -

[0 AA Males 80.2

80 - B \White Males

78 B AA Females

76 1 O White Females 75.0 75.5
» 74 -
S 79
>_

70 - 68.6

68 -

66 -

64 -

62

National Vital Statistics Reports. 2004;52:33-34.



Projected Survival of White and
Nonwhite Cohorts Born in 1974

f=zar Wniee Nonwnite
1974 1,000 1,000
1975 982 969
1984 977 961
2000 963 936
2039 738 581
2044 639 478

Source: Natiomal Center forr Health Statistics,, Vita/ Statistics of the: United) States, Monthly Vita/ Statistics:
Report, \el.. 20, no. 13, suppl.2, U.S, Public Health Service;, Aug;. 30), 1972.
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Uneasy Doctors Add Race-Consciousness to Diagnostic Tools

Evidence that cthnicity plays a
* roleina wide range of ailments
overcomes fears of bias.
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BOSCHAMASRIIN  Las Angeles Tires WALLY SRALL ' Los Angeles Times

Dr. Juan Villagomez, left, leads a coalition of 350  medical care in low-income areas. At nght,
Latino doctors seeking to improve access (0 women at a )gmmed Cudahy clinic wait their tum.

Doctor Shortage Severe in Poor Areas

®m Southland: Activists say afticmative action ban in medical schools adds to crisis.



ﬁ/hnorlty med school adm1ss1ons drop

By Mike Mitka

AMNEWS STAFF e
- Minority enrollment “in medical
schook faces a three-year - decline,

despite the best intentions of organized
medicine to reverse the trend.
Randall C. Morgan Jr., MD, outgoing
president of the National Medical Assn
. — the largest-prolessional organization
of Alrican-American physicians -— says

state actions and
Th ourt decisions in
ree-year the past few years
decline in attacking atfirma-
uve acuon  have
enrollments created a chilling
linked to ctfect -on minori-
ties  getling  into

attacks on .mcduﬁl s¢ hgol
affirmative “There's®.  no -
. question that the
action number af appli-
cants arc  down
[for 1997): .but_

equally distressing is that the number of
acceptances s significantly down,” Dr.

Dwmdllng dlvemly o
The number of mmority 5,000
medical students has: fallen- 4.000
in recent years despite AN
increases in applications. . 3,000
B Minorities applying to 2000

medical schools 1,000
Bl Minorities enrolled 0

Source: Assn.of Américan Medical Colleges

/

fell 3% in 1996 to 2,070. The AAMC
anticipates a further drop i 1997,

And since the high-water mark of

2,014 1in 1994, the number of minonties
enrolled bas fallen each year, and 1997
will be no different, the AAMC pro-
jects. Underrepresented minoritics are:
African-Americans, Amerjcan Indians,

1994 1995 1996

Mexican-Americans and m.unl.md Puer-
to Ricans.

Health care leaders cite two major
factors affecting affirmative action that
are_leading to the drop i minority par-
ticipation in medical school.

One is the ‘US. Supreme Court’s

See MINORITY, page 58.




By PHILIP ), HLYS
Now Yok Times Newa Sanvice

WASHINGTON == The nation's
top health official, Dr. Louis W.
Sullivan, cxpressed outrage on
Thurdday at the RJ. Reynolds To-
bacco Co. for “deliderately and
cynically™ test-marketing a ciga-
reite aimed primanly at blacks, and
he assailed the company for “pro-
moting a culture of cancer,™

In an unusually blunt attack, Sul-
livan denounced the company's
| “shick and sinister advertising™ and
calicd oa the company 10 reverse ils
il plans to scll the new cigarcite
brand, Uptown,

At a time when our people des-
perately need the message of health
promotion, Uptown’s message is
morc discase, more suffering, and
more death for a group already
bearing more that its share of
smoking-refated iliness and monal-
ity,” said Sollivan, who is black and
has made minonty health a priority
as sccrctary of health and human

It has been a decade since a seC-
retary of health spoke out so
strongly on cgarctic smoking, and
officials at the Depariment of
Health and Human Scrvices sad it
may be the first time a secretary has
ever openly attacked a specific
company and brand.

Sullivan, who has kept a rather
low profile during the first year of
the Bush administration, made his
remarks at the dedication of a
buikding at the University of Penne
sylvania in Philadciphia, where
R.J. Reynolds is scheduled 1o begin
test-markcting the new cigarcile on
Feb. 5. A teat of his remarks were
made available in Washingion.

Betsy Annese, vice president for
communications of the 1obacco
company, a subsidiary of RJR Na-.
bisco Inc, said ina ie inter-
view: “The company will respond
directly 10 Dr. Sullivan.” She de-
clined any further comment about
the criticism.

Anncse said that the company
will do ahcad with plans 10 mar-
ket Uptown as a-cigarette that “ap-

Aiming cigarette at blacks called ‘slick, s

pcals most strongly-10 black
smokers™ =
Upiown is a menthol cigaretie,

and its mg will be black and
£01d rather than the usual green for
such cipareties.

Marketing surveys show that 69
percent of black smokers prefer
menthol compared with only 27
pereent of other smokers.

Philadelphia was picked for the.

test-because it has a 40 percent
black population and the advertis-

N
.
e ‘.’\

ing will go into black newspapers
there as well as d mag-
azines such as Jet and Ebony,
Congressional staff members
s2id that the issuc was one of the
few that is easy for the
pet angry about without offendin
the White Housc or key constituen.
cies. The scerclary has been criti
cized for lack of action on other
health issues, and be came into of-
fice under a cloud about whether he
Supports or opposes abortion.




Metabolizing Nicotine

An average of 65% Lo 80% of
the nicotine absorbed by the
body is metabolized into what is
called cotinine. In a new study,
African American smokers
have been found to have higher
levels of cotinine in their blood
than whites and Latinos.

REBECCA PERRY / Los Angeles Times




THE EFFECT OF RACE AND SEX ON PHYSICIANS® RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR CARDIAC CATHETERIZATION

Kewvin A, ScHuLman, M.D., Jesse A. Berun, Sc.D., Wituam Hartess, Pu.D., Jon F. Keaner, Pu.D.,
SHyrL SisTrRunk, M.D., Bernaro J. GersH, M.B., Cx.B., D.PHiL., Ross Dusé, CuristorHER K. TategHani, M.D.,
Jennirer E. Burke, M.A., M.S., Sankey WiLuams, M.D., Joun M. Eisenserc, M.D.,

AND Jost J. Escarce, M.D., PH.D.




“Patients” experiencing
symptoms of heart disease, from
Schulman et al. (1999)




Evidence of Raclial and Gender
Bias in Medical Procedures and

Treatment
Treatment of cardiac arrest

Selection of patients for cardiac catheterization
Coronary artery bypass graft surgery (CABG)
Thrombolytic therapy

Percutaneous transluminal coronary
angioplasty (PTCA)

Selection of patients for treatment to prevent
stroke



THE "OPPORTUNITY GAP” IN MEDICAL
EDUCATION

About 1 million doctors practice in the US

Only 2% are black,3% Hispanic, <1% Al,
8% Asian, 44% white

Doctor Disparity: Caused by

disproportionate numbers of minority
(URM) medical students:

7.2% Latino, 6.4% black, 0.3% AIl/AN, 60%
white (AAMC data)



FUTURE MEDICAL WORKFORCE NEEDS

Deficiency of 125,000 doctors by 2025

AAFP: Deficiency of 149,000 doctors by
2020

Doctor shortage will hit minority
communities hardest

Healthcare disparities will increase unless
more minority doctors are produced soon



12 FACTORS AFFECTING ORGANIZED MEDICINE’S RESPONSE
TO RACIAL DISPARITIES

. Creation of the American Medical Association (AMA), 1847
. Creation of the National Medical Association (NMA), 1895
. The Flexner Report, 1910
. Brown vs Board of Education, 1954
. Voting Rights Act, 1965
. Civil Rights Act, 1964
. Affirmative Action, 1968
. Creation of National Institutes of Health, 1972
. Founding of the Association of Black Cardiologists (ABC), 1974
10. Malone-Heckler Report, 1985
11. Institute of Medicine (IOM) Report, 2003
12. Passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, 2010

© 0 N O 01 b WDN P



John F. Kennedy

if we cannot @nd our diiferances,
at [east we can make
the ‘world safe Tor diversity,
for in the Tinal analysis,
our most basic link

is that we all inhabit
this small planet.
We all breathe the same Air,
we all charish our childrens future,
and we are all mortal.

John F. Kennedy



ATLANTA - Rescarchers have long
put the blame for racial differences in
coronary revascularization rates on
ph}ucun bias, socioeconomic differ
ences and other factors, Now, a new
study suggests that blame may be mis
placed.

The study proposes that a more
likely explanation for vanations in care
= may be found in as-yet umidenufied dif
“ferences between black and  whate

patients themselves, Russell F. Kelly,

MD, of Rush-Presbyterian St. Luke's
Medical Center and Cook County Hos
pits al'in Chicago, presented the \(ud\ s
findings at the American College of
Cardiology 47th Annual Scientific Ses
sion here

Intngued by studies showing lower
rates of coronary revasculanzation for
black patents, Kelly and his colleagues
theonized that if bias and other factors
were really at work they would see sim-
ilar discrepancies in rates of noncoro
nary cardiac procedures used in cases
of valvular or congenital disease.

To test their hypothesis, the
researchers reviewed the records of all
572 black and white patients who

underwent diagnostic cardiac catheten
zations at Cook County
between January 1994 and March 1997,
Located in Chicago's inner aty, the

Hu\pllnl

hmpiu] is a public institution serving
black and white patients of comparable
socioctonomic status

Testing the hypothesis

After noting what therapy was rec-
ommended
received, the

and what was actually
rescarchers confirmed

Black patients less likely
to be recommended for
coronary
revascularization.

[
NY

what other studies have already found
~ that black patients were less likely to
be recommended for coronary revascu-
lanzation and were less likely to actu-
ally undergo the procedure. However,
the racial difference did not hold true

cannot be jreated with bypass surgery.

What are the reasons for racial differences in care?

for noncoronary cardiac surgery. In
fact, “black and white patients were
equally likely to be recommended for
and undergo the noncoronary surgery.
“Our prehiminary conclusion is that
racial differences are not due to physi-
ctan bias, because you would expect
physicians to be equally biased whethes
thev're taking care of patients with
coronary disease or patients with non-
explamed Kelly.
“And the differences probably aren’t
caused by socioeconomic factors, 1f
patients are gong to refuse to have
their chests surgically opened to have
they blood vessels fixed, you would
expect them w be equally likely to
refuse to have their chests surgically
opened to have their valves replaced.”

coronary discase,”

More analyses needed \

Although Kelly and his team have
not yet performed sophisticated analy-
ses of other variables such as gender or
age, they speculate that some biological
difference may be at play. One possi-
bility is black patients’” higher rate of
diffuse distal. coronary disease, which

“rescarchers take those other factors

Frank S. James, MD, p
ident-elect of the Association of B
Cardiologists, isn't convinced. Until

account, he said, it’s premature t6
conjectures about the facial differen
and similarities uncovered. Age,
instance, would have an impact
patients’ comorbidities, their risks,
the bkelihood that physicians
recommend particular procedures
patients accept them.

“Dr. Kelly’s study is interesting,
don’t think the conclusions drawn
the data are valid,” said James, a
ologist at Germantown Hospital
Community Health Services
Philadelphia. “The similarity “of b!
and white patients’ rates of ng
nary cardiac surgery doesn't 1
ily prove there isn't physician bias.

For more information:

Kelly RF, Shah M, Hashim A, et al. Raclal
ences influence rates of coronary
tion, but do not influence rates of valve or




Recommendations To Reduce

Health Care Disparities

Ban Bigotry * Develop Diversity
Reject Racism Cultivate Culturalism
Purge Prejudice Create Compassion
Defeat Discrimination Sustain Sensitivity
Deny Disparity Cherish Competency
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[he People Perisn.

Proverbs 29:18



Apply thy heart unto
instruction and thine ears

unto the words of knowledge
Proverbs 29:18



Words Of Wisdom

Tnose YWho ~ail To reed
T'he Lessons OF Hristory

Are Destined To Repeat Therm.

-Santayana



